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that this aim will be achieved, but I would not call the work a text-book:
rather, it is a scientific monograph. After a short historical survey, the
succeeding chapters, Cell Metabolism; Essential Metabolites; Enzyme Inhibi-
tion; Drug Antagonism; Drug Resistance, lead logically to the final con-
sideration of the relation of structure and activity. In each case the known
facts are discussed in relation to their effect on the problems encountered
in chemotherapy. The whole is very stimulating to thought, and, as one
reads, research problems frequently suggest themselves. The authors them-
selves admit that quicker results in chemotherapeutic research may yet be
obtained by the older empirical method than by following suggestions based
upon knowledge of reactions taking place in living cells. For some time
it will be more important to gain a more accurate knowledge of such
reactions than to apply them to chemotherapy. It may be that the chemical
reactions of living cells may never provide the basis for chemotherapeutical
design because of the similarity of one cell with another. The cells of the
host and those of the invading organism may be too much alike in chemical
sensitivities to be differentiated in this way. However, no matter what the
ultimate result may be, the worker in the field of chemotherapy cannot help
but benefit by a fuller knowledge of those subjects covered by this book.
There is one little grouse that I would like to make. This book mentions
a large number of medicinal chemicals, and in most cases ignores the
Pharmacopceeial names for them. Do all biochemists speak of thiamin
rather than aneurine ? It would be better to include the official names, even
though they be given in brackets. The book is remarkably free from errors,
and is exceedingly well documented (the bibliography covers 54 pages), the
references including work done in 1946. Perhaps it would be fair to point
out that the group of workers mentioned on page 334 did not synthesise
for the first time all the compounds treated in Table 34. The book affords
the worker in closely related fields the opportunity of obtaining, in a sum-
marised and palatable form, the results of research on the biochemistry of
the living cell, and I have every pleasure in recommending it highly as
accurate, authoritative and well written. W. H. LINNELL.
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